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A14 UPDATE SPEAKER MEETING
at Hartford Village Hall
Tuesday 11th Sept. 7.30pm
Your chance to hear progress, see the
current situation and question
representatives from Highways
England on this major engineering
project which will affect all our lives.

Forthcoming Village Events:
September (details to be confirmed): Drop
in Club at the Village Hall. HCG Committee
member Juliet Cole is finalising plans for a
monthly get together for the elderly. Details
will be circulated when available.

Our previous A14 Speaker meeting was
one of our best attended.
Mike Evans and Chris Bayliss of
Highways England are back to give a
progress report, answer your questions
and present their video detailing road
changes in and around Huntingdon.
Admission £1.50 including
tea / coffee and biscuit.
Please support the raffle...this enables
us to keep the admission low.

Saturday 6th October: Litter Pick, meet at
the Village Hall 9.30am, bags and litter pickers
provided.
Saturday 1st December: Hartford
Christmas Lights event with Santa and the
Hartford Junior School Choir.

Pat Doody’s Portholme Meadow Talk

The speaker at our June open meeting was Dr Pat
Doody, who took us on a journey from the Ice Age to
the present day at Portholme Meadow, which is
believed to be the largest flood plain meadow in
England at 106 hectares. It is a special area of
Conservation with an internationally recognised
diversity of flora.
Natural England designated Portholme Meadow as a site
of Special Scientific Interest. The meadow is traditionally
managed by cutting followed by grazing cattle and sheep
and is often flooded in winter and early spring. Major
flooding occurred in 1903 and 2003. The hay is cut in
midsummer and is auctioned around the 15th June.
The proceeds of this sale go to The London Angling
Society, who own most of the land which they purchased
in 1962 hoping to excavate for gravel, but permission
was refused. In 1974 a second application was refused.
The Thomas Miller Charity owns 4 acres which was left
in his will of 1861 to the 'Town of Brampton'.
Throughout the spring and early summer the meadow
has an abundance of wildflowers and grasses and is
buzzing with insects. The meadow collects silt deposits
when the river floods, the nutrients removed in the hay
are replenished naturally removing a need for fertilizers.
Portholme Meadow lies on a bed of Oxford Clay
deposited during the Jurassic Period. The Anglian
Glaciation stretched as far south as London, covering
Huntingdonshire. During periods of melt, sand and
gravel was deposited in the river valley which are still
present today. Melted ice formed the Great Ouse Valley
and mountain alpine plants grew. As the climate
warmed woodland and scrub appeared and animals
arrived. A map of 1607 shows the Great Ouse very
much as it is today.
The first written reference to the management of
Portholme is King John's 1212 Common Charter of rights
which prevented the area being divided, developed or
enclosed and imposed strict rules governing its use.
A 1772 survey for the Enclosure Act took place in
Brampton Parish and included a map which shows
ownership of the land, both large plots and narrow strips
apportioned to the people of Brampton.
In 1773 horse racing took place on Portholme in in the
early 1900's aviators arrived and Portholme became a
Mecca for early manned flight enthusiasts.
It is hoped that a guided visit to Portholme Meadow will
be arranged for 2019.
BJT

Hartford Village Hall
At a time when the Village Hall is undergoing redecoration
and refurbishment, it’s timely to remind ourselves what
was there before. The photo above was taken just prior to
demolition whilst the newly opened hall already looks
quite retro.

Mike Petty lined up for AGM
Speaker, Tuesday October 16th.
For all those who enjoyed Mike’s
fascinating talk on Cambridgeshire in
WW2, we are delighted to announce that
he will be back for our AGM when he will
speak on the Floods of 1947.

Keep up to date with your local Conservation Group: minutes of our Committee Meetings are displayed
in our notice board at the bottom of Sapley Road and online at www.hartfordconservation.org.uk.
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